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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee                has approved $17.6 million for initiatives in Hamden and Hampshire                Counties as part of the reauthorization of the six-year Building                Efficient Surface Transportation Equity Act (BESTEA).              

BESTEA builds upon the successes of the Intermodal Surface Transportation                Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991. The Act is a six-year funding bill                for the nation's highways, bridges, mass transit systems and bicycle                pathways.              

$10 Million Coolidge Bridge Improvements 

This project encompasses a widening of Route 9 from 1-91 easterly                to West Street in Hadley, Massachusetts, and the expansion of the                Calvin Coolidge Bridge over the Connecticut river. Route 9 serves                as the primary route between Amherst and route 1-91, and is the                primary access to the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, the                region's largest employer.              

"This funding will ensure that the bridge improvements move forward                as soon as possible. This bridge is too important to the region's                economy as well as to the quality of life in the valley -- for there                to be anymore delay. It may well be the single most pressing transportation                need in all of Western Massachusetts. I'm glad I'm able to help                make it happen," Olver said.              

$4 Million Norwottuck Bike Trail Connections

The Norwottuck -Manhan Rail Trail Extension project will build                a bicycle and pedestrian path that will link four separate rail                trails and five communities. This linkage will transform four individual                trails, the Northampton Bikepath, the Norwottuck Rail-Trail, the                Nagle downtown walkway, and Easthampton's Mahan Rail Trail into                a 20 mile, 10 foot wide asphalt pathway. The trail will allow thousands                of area residents to travel from their homes to employment and retail                centers, and the area's six colleges              

Said Rep. Olver, "After the success of the Norwottuck, I'm glad                to be able to help expand this project even further. Extending the                trail will make the valley safer and more attractive to bicyclists.                The Norwottuck has proven that bike paths play a part in alleviating                congestion, and I'm excited that this money will help finish some                of these long-awaited connections."              

$2 Million Westfield Great River Bridge Design 

The Great River Bridge and Traffic Improvement project includes                construction of a new-lane Westfield River bridge crossing downstream                of the existing three lane Great River Bridge. The new bridge will                be designated for northbound traffic. The existing Great River Bridge                will be reconstructed to carry all southbound traffic and while                maintaining its historic features.              

"This funding will ensure that the bridge improvements move forward                as soon as possible. These funds will pay for the early engineering                and environmental work that will set the stage for the actual improvements,"                Olver said.              
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$1.6 Million Pleasant St./River Terrace Reconstruction

This project will reconstruct 9000 feet of Pleasant Street in the                City of Holyoke from Cabot Street to Northampton Street (Route 5).                The project includes removal and replacement of substandard concrete                base, a new drainage system, pavement widening, and improvements                at signalized intersections to improve traffic flow and relieve                congestion.              

"I'm happy to be able to help get this road project moving. This                project should help make this route into the city safer and less                prone to icing in the winter," Olver said.              

The Senate has already passed its version of the highway bill (known                as ISTEA II), and the full House is expected to vote on the Transportation                and Infrastructure Committee's bill next week. Once the House passes                its bill, a House-Senate conference committee will need to work                out the differences between the two versions. The President is expected                to sign the final measure later this spring.              

Congressman Olver serves on the House Transportation Appropriations                Subcommittee, which will be responsible for some of the annual funding                distributions under the six-year BESTEA/ ISTEA II plan.              

                 ###                             
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